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Before you were born,
ou most likely lived inside
of your mother’s womb for
about 40 weeks. During that
time you grew from being a one-
celled human life form (called a zygote)
to a baby made up of billions of cells. In nine
months, you grew arms, legs, eyes, ears, fingers,
toes, lungs, and everything else that goes along with being a baby. This is the
way God designed humans to begin their lives—inside of their mothers for
about nine months of growth and development.

Many animals also spend several months developing inside of their
L. mothers before birth. Buffalo, moose, cows, and otters all remain in
their mothers about the same amount of time prior to delivery as
humans do.

Some animals, known as marsupials (mar-SOO-pee-uhls), spend
far less time inside of their mother’s womb. Marsupials often are
born after only a few days or weeks and may weigh

* less than one ounce at birth. Since marsupials are born
~ soearly, and are unable to cope very well outside of
their mother’s body, God designed mother marsupi-
als with a special pouch (or a fold of skin) where baby

Most marsupials are found in Australia, New Zealand, Tasmania, and
New Guinea. Some are found in South America. While scientists believe
that marsupials once were fairly common in North America, today only
one (the Virginia opossum) calls this continent home.

Male marsupials have very little to do with raising their young, leaving this job entirely to the mothers.

Most marsupials keep to themselves and are mainly nocturnal creatures (which means they are ac-
tive mostly at night).

Scientists have learned that the brains of marsupials are smaller on average than the brains of other
mammals of comparable size.

The diet of marsupials is varied. Some, like koalas, live entirely off of vegetation. We call these kinds
of animals herbivores. Others, like bandicoots, are omnivores, which means they eat both plants
and small animals. Tasmanian devils are the largest living meat-eating marsupial. Meat-eaters are
called carnivores.

One of the more fearsome-looking marsupials, the marsupial wolf, was last seen in the 1950s on
the island of Tasmania. It is now believed to be extinct.
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marsupials continue to grow. The mother’s pouch is called a “marsupium,” from which

we get the name marsupial.

When a marsupial (such as a kangaroo) is born, it is born with the
God-given instinct to wiggle across its mother’s body until it finds her
pouch. In the pouch, the baby marsupial is able to stay warm and safe,
while suckling milk from its mother. Some mothers bear and nurse only
one baby at a time. Others, like the opossum, can have up to 16 babies
at a time. As baby marsupials grow, they will eventually leave their moth-
er’s pouch, but they may continue crawling in and out of the marsupium for

more than a year.

God made marsupials in a variety of sizes. Some, like kangaroos, can
grow to be nine feet long from head to tail, while others, such as marsu-
pial mice, are only about five inches long. Kangaroos are among the most
well-known marsupials, along with koalas, opossums, wombats, and Tas-
manian devils. Some of the lesser known marsupials include bandicoots,

marsupial moles, and marsupial mice.

Opossum
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Kangaroos

Wombats are some of the cutest
marsupials on the planet. They
live in Australia and Tasmania, but
are fairly rare. At two-and-a-half
to four feet long, wombats are the

biggest burrowing mammals in the world. You may have seen a
little mole tunneling in your yard. Can you imagine a four-feet-
long animal burrowing tunnels in your backyard? That would be a
sight.

To keep dirt out of the wombat’s pouch (and away from its babies)
as it tunnels in the earth, God made the wombat’s pouch to face
backwards. God also gave the wombat short legs, large paws, and
sharp claws, all of which make the wombat a better burrower.

If you ever visit Australia and look for a wombat, it will not do much
good to look for one in the daytime. Wombats only come out at
night. Do you remember what we call these kinds of creatures?
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We can't help but be awed and stand in wonder at
the fascinating features of God’s creatures! Take, for
instance, the kangaroo (and the many smaller fam-
ily species like the wallaby, tree-kangaroo, wallaroo,
pademelon, and Quokka). Unique to Australia, kan-
garoos are the only large animals that move from one
place to another by hopping. The Red Kangaroo typi-
cally hops at 13-16 mph, but can speed up to 44 mph
over short distances, and even sustain a speed of 25
mph for over a mile. God specially designed the kan-
garoo’s fast and energy-efficient method of travel. The
kangaroo’s ability to regularly cover large distances in
search of food and water is crucial to survival.

God also designed the kangaroo’s specialized teeth
for grazing. Its incisors are able to crop grass close to
the ground, while its molars chop and grind the grass.
Since the two sides of the lower jaw are not joined to-
gether, the lower incisors are farther apart, giving the
kangaroo a wider bite. The silica in grass is abrasive,
so kangaroo molars move forward as they are ground
down and eventually fall out, only to be replaced by
new teeth that grow in the back.

The female kangaroo is especially known for
her pocket pouch where her baby (known as a
“joey”) lives until ready to be on its own. In times
of drought and poor food sources, God made it
possible for a mother kangaroo to slow down or
stop the development of a new baby until the
previous joey is able to leave the pouch. This ac-
tion is known as diapause. God even designed the
mother so she can vary the makeup of her milk
according to the needs of the joey. In
fact, she can produce two different
kinds of milk at the same time for
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the newborn and the older joey
still in the pouch. God is awesome!

But that's not all. The kangaroo’s
breathing is linked to its hopping action. As its feet
leave the ground, air is expelled from the lungs.
Bringing the feet forward for landing refills the
lungs. Studies of kangaroos and wallabies show
that, beyond the minimum energy needed to hop
at all, their increased speed requires very little extra
effort (much less than that of a horse, dog, or hu-
man). God made the kangaroo a model of energy
efficiency. “Lift up your
eyes on high, and see

who has created these

things” (Isaiah 40:26).
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You have heard people talk about “koala bears,’
but koalas actually are not bears. Like bears, koalas
are mammals, but unlike bears, koalas are members
of the group of pouched animals we call marsupials.
The koala is Australia’s most popular and most loved
marsupial. God equipped koalas with strong, sharp
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claws and opposable fingers for climbing, so they
usually stay in trees and away from danger. They do
not make nests, but usually sleep in a tree fork or on
a branch. The special bony plate in the koala’s lower
back allows it to rest comfortably.

If a koala happens to be on the ground, moving
from one tree to another, and a predator notices
him, the koala runs to the nearest tree and climbs
very quickly. Then, he waits patiently for the preda-
tor to go away before moving again. Staying in one
place for long periods is no problem, because koalas
routinely sleep 18 to 22 hours per day.

Unlike many marsupials, koalas have pouches that
open toward their hind legs. The female koala has
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a drawstring-like muscle to close the pouch
and secure her young. A female koala can
have one baby koala each year for about

12 years. A baby koala is called a “joey” and
at birth is hairless, blind, and earless. After
seven months, the joey leaves its mother’s
pouch and clings to her back. A joey be-
comes independent after one year.

Koalas mainly eat eucalyptus leaves. This
diet doesn’t bore them, because there are
more than 600 different kinds of eucalyptus
trees. Zoologists know that a diet of these
leaves would hurt or kill most animals, but
God has given koalas the special ability to
detoxify poison in their livers. Koalas also
have a special fiber-digesting organ called
a“caecum.” Another benefit is the strong
smell of eucalyptus, which keeps danger-
ous and annoying bugs away from koalas.
Furthermore, koalas
rarely need to drink,
because they get
lots of moisture from
their special food.

Koalas are some of
the most endearing
creatures God cre-
ated, and they also
give us great evi-
dence of His perfect
design.
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stay for another two weeks. Sometimes, a mother
opossum can have 16 babies, so her back can get
pretty crowded.

Evolutionists say the opossum is a “living fos-
sil” because the fossils of opossums that are sup-
posed to be 65 million years old look just like the
Kyle Butt opossums that are
living today. The
truth is, the entire
Universe is only
about 6,000 years
old, so opossum
fossils cannot be
millions of years
old. If God made

You may have seen this interesting creature
climbing a tree or lying on the side of the road. You
might have seen one rummaging through your
garbage. Its actual name is the Virginia opossum,
but most people just call it a possum. Even though
you might have seen a possum, you might not
know how unique it really is.

The opossum is opossums (which
a marsupial, which He did), we would Baby Opossums
means the females expect them to
carry their babies stay the same and not evolve into other animals,
in a pouch. The which is exactly what the fossil record shows.

babies crawl into

the pouch just 13 God gave opossums another unique ability.

When they are threatened, they can gointo a

days after the :

y ney “coma” and pretend to be dead. Sometimes they
are conceived. tav in their “dead” state f 'h Be-
When they arrive can stay in their “dead” state for several hours. Be

cause of this, many people use the term “playing
possum”to describe someone who is faking some-
thing. Opossums are nocturnal. They are also omni-

there, they are only
about the size of a
honeybee. They stay

in the pouch for vores, which means they eat plants and animals.
about two months, The next time you see a furry little pouched
then they move opossum, remember all the interesting things God
to their mother’s designed it to do, and thank Him for giving us so
back, where they many examples of His wonderful creative abilities.
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