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When the apostles and other first-century evangelists
preached sermons and taught classes, they often talked about
the Old Testament, and discussed lessons that could be learned
from the prophets and judges of Israel. The people who heard
these lessons were responsible for checking the Old Testament
Scriptures, to make sure that
they did not accept any false
teaching as being true.

Luke wrote about one special
group, the Bereans, who were
especially faithful to check the
preachers’ message, to make
sure it matched the message of
the Old Testament. Luke wrote
that the fact that these people
studied the Old Testament more

than some other Christians made them more “noble” or “fair-
. minded” (Acts 17:11).

Why was it so important that the Bereans study the
| Old Testament? After all, the Bereans did not

have to obey the Old Law. [Neither do we—
- while we should learn lessons from the people
who lived under the Old Law, the Law itself
was nailed to the cross of Christ—see Romans
15:4; Colossians 2:14.] The Bereans had stud-
= ied the Old Testament enough to know that
it prophesied of a New Covenant, a New
Kingdom, and the Son of God in human form,
‘Who would die to fulfill the Old Law, making
it no longer necessary to follow Moses. But
they also eagerly studied the Old Testament
daily to learn valuable lessons, and to make
sure that they believed the truth.

We must be careful to avoid assuming that every-
thing a preacher or teacher says or writes is correct,
just because he says it or writes it. We must study our
Bibles, including the New Testament, so that we can
tell what is true and what is false. There are many
religious leaders who try to deceive young people
into believing false religious ideas. These “wolves
in sheep’s clothes” often make bad ideas sound
true, and sometimes even appealing. Study
God’s Word, so you'll be ready to defend
~ your faith against their attacks (1 Peter 3:15).
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Arnold Schwarzenegger won
the Mr. Universe title in 1969
and 1970 for his huge muscles.
His strength will go down in his-
tory, and people will remember
him for years to come. If there
was a Mr. Universe award for
speaking, then members of the
church should take first place.
Just like Arnold’s physical
strength, we need to be spiritually
strong when we teach the Gospel
to other people.

When we teach, we should do
so with as much strength and
boldness as we can. Peter and
John are great examples of bold-
ness. They had been put in prison
for preaching the Gospel to the
people in Jerusalem. As they
stood in front of the rulers of the
city, both Peter and John spoke so
bravely that the rulers wondered
how they did it (Acts 4:13). Peter
and John barely had any educa-
tion, and yet they could impress
some of the most educated people
in the city, because they had been
so dedicated to the Gospel! We as
Christians should try to live up to
the example of Peter and John.

Strength, though, is not enough.
We need to be kind to people
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when we teach them the Gospel.
Jesus was a great example when
it came to having compassion for
others. In Mark 6:34, when Jesus’
apostles had returned to tell Him
of their work in other cities, huge
crowds of people followed Him.
While He was sailing away from
the shore, He noticed that people
from several cities were gathered
around the water. The same verse
says that He “was moved with
compassion for them, because
they were like sheep not having a
shepherd. So He began to teach
them many things.” Why does
the Bible tell us that He had sym-
pathy for these people? Because
God wants us to be concerned
for people who are lost!

Being bold and having sympa-
thy at the same time can be dif-
ficult, but we have to remember
what God wants from us. We
have to keep all of God’s com-
mandments in mind, and follow
every one of them. In this case,
we should follow Paul’s words
when he told Timothy, “Preach
the word! Be ready in season and
out of season. Convince, rebuke,
exhort, with all longsuffering and
teaching” (2 Timothy 4:2).
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There are many attitudes
that Jesus intended for His
church to have, but there
is none more personal
than the attitude of humility. The church is
not the building, but the people. Therefore, the
attitude of the church must be a collection of the
attitudes of the people who make up the church.
Together, the church can decide to be generous,
and give as it should. Together, the church can
study the Bible and teach others about Jesus and
the Gospel. However, it is the individuals in the
church who must decide to be humble.

Humility is an important theme throughout
the Bible. In the Old Testament, the book
of Proverbs repeatedly encourages us to be
humble. Sometimes the book of Proverbs directly teaches
us about humility. In Proverbs 15:33, the Bible says that “before honor is hu-
mility.” In other words, before you can have honor, you must have humility.
Another proverb states: “By humility and the fear of the Lord are riches and
honor and life” (22:4). That proverb is very direct, but many times in the book
of Proverbs, humility is taught indirectly when it teaches us about pride (the
opposite of humility). For example, Proverbs 8:13 states that God hates pride.
Since we do not want God to hate what we do, we should avoid being pride-
ful. The Old Testament definitely teaches us about humility, but so does the
New Testament.

In the New Testament, Jesus once said: “Therefore whoever humbles him-
self as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 18:4).
The kingdom of heaven that Jesus was discussing is the church. So then, just
by reading one verse we learn that Jesus wanted His church to be humble.

Now that we know that the church should be humble, what is humility? A
good definition of humility is found in Philippians 2:3: “Let nothing be done
through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of
mind let each esteem others better than himself.” Basi-
cally, we are humble when we consider others better
than ourselves, and do everything without selfishness or

pride.

There is no doubt that the church as a whole should
be humble, but this can only be achieved when every
individual in the church chooses to be humble.
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Do you love your brothers and sisters? Sure, they may
bother you sometimes, but they likely are very close to
you because they are family. Brothers and sisters have a
special bond that is really meaningful. Spiritually speaking,
all those who have obeyed the Gospel are brothers and
sisters in Christ. Christians are children of God, and thus
the church consists of our brothers and sisters—all of whom
make up God’s family. Paul told the Galatians, “you are all
one in Christ Jesus” (3:28). We are to show as much love
(and more!) toward our Christian family as we show to our
physical families.

Long ago, in Genesis - -)
chapter 4, Cain committed the first murder. After the evil deed was done,
God asked Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” Cain replied to God by
asking Him, “Am I my brother’s keeper?” Cain had a very bad attitude,
and no respect for his family. Christians are part of God’s family. We are
not supposed to have the attitude of Cain, but, rather, we are to be kind
and loving to one another. The apostle John said, “We know that we have
passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who
does not love his brother abides in death” (1 John 3:14). Chris-
tians also are instructed to “bear one another’s burdens” (Gala- —_
tians 6:2). I

First-century Christians were taught to be humble and loving. |
The early church was expected to possess true love, which does
not give up on its brethren. True love for our Christian brothers I
and sisters is selfless. “Let nothing be done through selfish ambi- |
tion or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others
better than himself. Let each of you look out not only for his own |
interests, but also for the interests of others” (Philippians 2:3-4).

Paul encouraged the Ephesians: “Be kind to one another,
tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ |
forgave you” (Ephesians 4:32). The early church had brotherly
love. Brotherly love does not let little things tear people apart. |
Instead, those with brotherly love do the little things that build
people up. Always do your best to encourage your friends to I
do the best that they can.
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sight of God to listen to you more than
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seen and heard" (Acts 4:19-20).
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1. List several important characteris-
tics of a Christian.

2. Write one paragraph about the value

of studying the Old Testament.
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1. - We should study our Bibles fo ~idl — E
defend against false teachers. 1. Killed his brother Abel | GGG
2. - We need fo be bold and loving 2. "“Searched the Scriptures daily"

in our teaching of the Truth. =

Dear Digger Doug,
3. - Not all Christians have to be 3. The opposite of humility [ GGG Is it okay to be angry sometimes?

L 4. Has been nailed to the cross of Christ
4, - The Bible tells us to be gener-

ous in all that we have.

5. - Godly people are to focus on
spiritual things.

Dear Reader,

9. The law under which Christians live today To the church in Ephesus, the apostle Paul wrote: "Be angry, and do not sin: do not let the sun

go down on your wrath” (4:26; Psalm 4:4). The psalmist wrote: "God is a just judge, and God is

. . 6. Two apostles who preached with boldness angry with the wicked everyday” (7:11). We know that God is righteous and cannot sin, so if He
6. I cain really loved his brother - (Acts 4-5) and is angry, it is not wrong. But, unlike man, God does not get angry over trivial earthly matters like
Abel. who wins football games or who burns biscuits. God and His righteous servants become angry
s -J ohn encouraged his readers 7. The apostle who wrote about being angry but o kel
:lc:‘ohrc:‘veerbrofherly 9 ik A2 L= hot sinning In Galatians 5:23 Paul said that self-control is part of the fruit of the Spirit. When we are an-
- = - = e = gry, we must practice self-control. Also, be careful not to get angry at your brethren, as Jesus
8. - The church only needs to be ) —— - gave serious warnings to those who become upset and call names (Matthew 5:21-26).
generous during certain times i e N
of the year.
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The Generous Church

Has anyone ever gone out of his or her way to
bake you cookies, wash your clothes, or do you a
huge favor when you had a need? If someone has,
didn’t that feel great?! Although those friendly people
did not have to do those nice things for you, the
church has been given specific charitable duties. The
first-century church was a great example of generos-
ity. Luke wrote: “All who believed were together, and
had all things in common, and sold their possessions
and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone
had need” (Acts 2:44-45). Faithful Christians showed
their love for each other when they sold their posses-
sions and gave the money to those who were in need.
By giving material possessions to others, especially
our brethren, we can show the same type
of self-sacrificial love that Christ
showed for us
on the i\

!

cross. A great church is a generous church! = -‘
The early church was described as a i) PN

great people. They “were of one heart and *J Vi

one soul...had all things in common...and ‘ \) y

great grace was upon them all” (Acts 4:32-33).

Not all people in the church are as generous, kind,

and loving as was the early church. Church mem-

bers who are materialistic are those who are too

concerned with wealth and possessions. They do

not fully understand what God has given to them.

A charitable, godly church not only gives things to

needy people, but also cares for them. That is how

we should live our lives.

Worldly people lack spirituality, and are devoted
to material possessions. Godly people are to fo-
cus on spiritual things, and should be devoted to
heavenly treasures. Paul wrote: “And do not be
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is
that good and acceptable and perfect will of God”
(Romans 12:2). Christians should be generous, kind,
compassionate, charitable, and loving.

A generous church is made up of generous indi-
viduals. The Bible tells us to be generous in all that
we have, whether it is our riches, time, or love. Just
as you enjoy others doing nice things for you, you
should also do good things for others. Jesus set the
perfect example of generosity by dying on the cross
for our sins. One way we can express our gratitude
for His generosity is to be generous to others, “espe-
cially those of the household of faith” (Galatians 6:10).
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