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Street magicianS  
are entertaining, plain and simple. 
some wander the streets of cities 
around the world doing all sorts of tricks and illu-
sions, even pulling the heads off chickens and then 
putting them back on. When a magician does the 
trick, he appears to be pulling a chicken’s head off, 
but his hands are just quick enough that he tucks 
the chicken’s head under its wing and pulls out a 
hidden, fake chicken head. Using his fast hands and 
hidden props, the “magician” is able to perform any 
number of tricks. People are amazed by his “ability,” 
which really is nothing more than the ability to fool 
people. Despite how cool his tricks look, a magician’s 
“magic” is still just that—a trick. There is nothing 
special, magical, or miraculous about what he does. 

There is a story of a similar man 
in Acts 8:9-24, who wandered 
the streets of Samaria, amaz-
ing people with his 
“magic.” After the 
church in Jerusa-
lem was  
scattered, 

Simon, the 
Street Magician

Philip, an evangelist, went north to 
the city of Samaria. He preached 
Jesus to the Samaritans, and used 
miracles to prove that he was 
preaching the truth. In that city, 
there was a man named Simon, 
whom the Bible calls a sorcerer or 
magician. The “magic” that Simon 

used was illusions and tricks, so there was nothing 
special about it. The people of Samaria considered 
Simon to be a great man, and said of his magic, “This 
man is the great power of God” (Acts 8:10). How-
ever, when Philip came to Samaria, that all changed. 
Simon had been a man who could pull cheap tricks, 
enough to fool and amuse the people, but not 
enough to do them real good. Simon could not per-
form miracles. However, Philip had the miraculous 
power to heal the sick. He had real power from God.

People could tell the difference between what was 
real and what was fake, and soon even Simon the 
“sorcerer” became a Christian. The power of God to 
do miracles was not the same as the tricks of a magi-
cian. The power of God is real, and the power of a 
magician is fake (though perhaps entertaining and 
innocent if everyone understands that it is meant 

for innocent purposes). The next time you see 
a magician, remember that we serve a God 
Who is able to do far more than the tricks of 

men. Isn’t He awesome?

Ruins of the City of Philippi

Confirming and  
Defending

Paul waS a 
great preacher and 
missionary who trav-
eled around the world spreading 
the Gospel. He spoke in Jewish 
synagogues and to other assem-
blies, and wrote letters to many 
churches. Several of these let-
ters are in the New Testament. 
Paul was able to accomplish 
these things because he was 
sent by God, and the Holy Spirit 
guided him in his teaching. The 
miracles Paul performed are one 
proof of his divinely appointed 
apostleship.

At the time Paul preached, the 
Gospel was new, and people 
were not so sure if they should 
believe Paul. They did not have 
the New Testament to check 
and make sure the things he 
said were true, so they needed a 
way to prove that he was not just 
making it up. The Holy Spirit gave 
Paul the ability to perform mira-
cles so that those honest people 

could be sure Paul was telling the 
truth. When Paul was in the city of 

Ephesus, God “worked unusual mir-
acles” (Acts 19:11-12). By touching 

the handkerchiefs and aprons of sick 
people, Paul healed them or cast evil 

spirits out of their bodies. The 
miracles of Paul, together 
with his preaching, resulted 
in the conversion of many 

Ephesians. The Bible says 
that “the word of the Lord 
grew mightily and pre-
vailed” because of God’s 
work through Paul (Acts 
19:20). 

Not everyone was as 
willing to accept the 

Gospel, even after Paul performed miracles. In the 
Greek city of Philippi, Paul and Silas cast an evil 
spirit out of a young girl. Some men were using 
the girl to make money, and they were angry when 
they could make no more money. Instead of obey-
ing the Gospel like the Ephesians, these greedy 
men stirred up the crowd and had Paul and 
Silas arrested (Acts 16:16-24).

Paul’s miracles 
defended the truth 
against its enemies. Many 
false teachers challenged 
Paul’s preaching, and 
miracles helped people to 
distinguish false teachers 
from true apostles. Paul’s first 
miracle served this purpose. 
While Paul was preaching on 
the island of Cyprus, a "sor-
cerer" named Elymas tried 
to convince the proconsul of 
the island to ignore him and 
Barnabas. By the Holy Spirit, 
Paul struck him with blind-
ness. When the proconsul 
saw this miracle, he knew 
Paul's teaching was from 
God (Acts 13:8-12). Paul 
also used his miracles to 
prove to the Corinthians 
that he was a true apostle of God, because only by 
the power of God could someone perform such 
amazing signs (1 Corinthians 12:12). Even today, 
the miracles Paul performed 2,000 years ago show 
us that God told him what to preach, so we, too, 
can trust the letters he wrote. They are the words 
of God.

Ruins of the City of Paphos on  the Island of Cyprus
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Some PeoPle think that  
all believers can experience holy spirit baptism, enabling them to speak 
in tongues or perform miracles. they say christians are “spirit-filled.”  
Yet the Bible refers to Holy Spirit baptism happening only twice. The very first reference to Holy Spirit 
baptism in the New Testament was by John the Baptizer: “I indeed baptize you with water unto repen-
tance: but He who is coming after me...will baptize you with the holy Spirit” (Matthew 3:11). John was 
referring to Jesus. Just before Jesus ascended, He told the apostles to wait in Jerusalem until they would 
be “clothed with power from on high” (Luke 24:49). He said the “power” would be from the Holy Spirit, 
making them able to tell the world what Jesus taught them (Acts 1:4-5,8). Jesus said: “for John truly bap-
tized with water; but you [apostles] shall be baptized with the holy Spirit not many days from now” 
(Acts 1:5). The apostles received this promise of Holy Spirit baptism in Acts 2, empowering them to speak 
in tongues and teach the people.

The only other time the New Testament says anyone was baptized in the Holy Spirit was the Gentiles 
in Acts 10. Peter said: “And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them [the Gentiles], as upon us 
[apostles] at the beginning. Then I remembered the word of the Lord, how He said, ‘John indeed baptized 
with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ If therefore God gave them [the Gentiles] the 
same gift as He gave us [apostles]…” (Acts 11:15-17). To understand Holy Spirit baptism, just remember 
these three verses: Matthew 3:11, Acts 1:5, and Acts 11:16.

The first to receive Holy Spirit baptism were the Jewish apostles on the day of Pentecost in Acts 2. The 
second to receive Holy Spirit baptism were the gentile members of the household of Cornelius in Acts 
10. So “all flesh” in Joel 2:28 refers to the outpouring on Jews in Acts 2 and on gentiles in Acts 10. Holy 
Spirit baptism, then, filled two special purposes: (1) to prepare the apostles for their apostolic (not Chris-
tian) roles; and (2) to show that the Gentiles were to be allowed to become Christians. Holy Spirit baptism 
does not happen today.

aS Peter and John 
went to the temple to pray, they 
came across a poor man who could 
not walk. He had been crippled from birth, and was 
now over 40 years old (Acts 4:22). The man appar-
ently made his living by begging at the temple gate 
(a good place for begging, as it was the “front door” 
to the temple). He asked Peter and John for some 
money. The lame man was so accustomed to beg-
ging that he did not even bother to look up at the 
apostles. 

Peter and John did not have any 
money, but they had something much 
more valuable to give to the crippled 
beggar—the healing power of Jesus. 
Peter said, “In the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth, rise up and walk” (Acts 3:6). 
The lame man’s legs instantly became 
strong enough to support him! He 
leaped up and walked into the temple 
with Peter and John. He jumped for joy 
and praised God.    

Just as we marvel at the amazing 
miraculous power given to Peter by 
Jesus, the people in the temple area 
on that day were shocked to see the 
familiar crippled man bounding across 
the temple court. They all wanted to 
hear what the apostles had to say. Peter 
saw that he had the attention of a large 
group of listeners, so he spoke seriously 
to the crowd. 

Holy 
Spirit
Baptism

First, he gave God credit for the 
miracle (verses 12-13). It is not 
always easy for us to give God 
thanks and glory for His blessings. 

Often, we are tempted to take 
all the credit for the good things we 

do, and act as if we did it all by ourselves. Many 
people live as if God does not exist nor bless us. 
Paul called such people fools (Romans 1:21-22).

Second, Peter taught the crowd about Jesus 
(verses 14-26). How many times has God given us 
opportunities to tell people about Christ and the 
church, only to see us ignore or refuse the offer? 
We can make ourselves aware of chances to share 
the Gospel by remembering that each person we 
meet has an immortal soul. Like Peter and John, 
we should use every chance we get to help others 
go to heaven.
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ActIvIty 

PageS  1. ___ Magicians perform tricks that seem 
to be real.

 2. ___ God has chosen to still work 
miracles today like He did in the 
first century. 

 3. ___ We need more than the Bible to 
believe in Jesus.

 4. ___ We should all sit around and wait 
for Holy Spirit baptism.

 5. ___ The miracles that God worked 
through the apostles and others in 
the first century played a vital role 
in showing people the truthfulness 
of the message preached.

 6. ___ Miracles that we read about in 
the Bible are different than the 
so-called miracles that people say 
happen today.

 7. ___ Paul and Silas cast an evil spirit out 
of a little girl.

 8. ___ Many false teachers challenged 
Paul’s teaching.

 9. ___ We can trust Paul’s letters, because 
they are from God. 

 10. ___ Some men were using the demon 
possessed girl to make money.

Dear Digger Doug, 
What is the difference 
between miracles and 
magic? 

Dear Reader,
First, magic can be used just for fun. 
Miracles were not just “for fun.” They 
were visible signs that a person was acting 
or speaking on God’s behalf (read Exodus 
3:12-4:14). Second, magic can be used to 
deceive. Miracles, on the other hand, were 
never used for deception. Rather, they 
were used to teach important spiritual les-
sons (like when Elijah asked God to perform 
a miracle on Mount Carmel to show that 
Baal was a false god—1 Kings 18:20-40). 
Miracles also were used to help people 
(like when Jesus healed a blind man—John 
9:1-41). Third, magic isn’t “real.” When a 
magician makes a woman “disappear,” she 
doesn’t really disappear into thin air. But 
miracles were real—very real! When Moses 
stretched his rod across the Red Sea and 
caused the waters to part so the Israel-
ites could walk across on dry land, it was no 
trick. Moses (through God’s power) really 
did what the Bible says he did (read Exo-
dus 13:14-22). When Pharaoh’s army fol-
lowed the Israelites, and Moses caused the 
waters to come back together to destroy 
the Egyptians, the soldiers and horses 
really died (read Exodus 13:26-28). Fourth, 
magic is intended to entertain us and show 
us the magician’s talent. That is not true of 
miracles. Their purpose never was to enter-
tain an audience or to demonstrate how tal-
ented a person was. They were performed 
in order to show people the way 
to heaven. Thanks for 
your great ques-
tion. Remember, 
Bible miracles 
were not 
“magic.”

1. Miracles are
 A. Supernatural
 B. Normal, everyday occurrences
 C. Magic tricks

2. The name of the "sorcerer" who was  
converted to Christ (Acts 8)

 A. Elymas
 B. Socrates
 C. Simon

3. In the Bible, miracles 
 A. Were used for entertainment purposes
 B. Verified the teaching of God’s  

messengers
 C. Simply made people feel good

4. By the power of God, Paul struck this  
sorcerer with blindness.

 A. Simon
 B. Eutychus
 C. Elymas

5. In Acts 3, Peter healed a
 A. Crippled man
 B. Blind woman 
 C. Child with a fever

1. In the Greek city of __________, Paul 
and Silas cast an evil spirit out of a 
young girl.

2. “The ________ of the Lord grew  
mightily and prevailed” because of God’s 
work through Paul (Acts 19:20).

3. _____ ________ baptism occurred in 
Acts 2:1-4.

4. Simon and Elymas were __________.
5. When Paul was in the city of 

__________, God “worked unusual  
miracles” (Acts 19:11-12).

FIll In the 
Blanks

1. Explain why there was a need for 
miracles in the first century.

2. Explain why we do not need such 
miracles today.

On A Separate 
Sheet of Paper
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many PeoPle today 
believe that god is still working mir-
acles like he did in the first century. 
Many people say that they can speak in tongues or 
heal the sick, or that they know people who can. But 
the Bible does not teach this idea. A miracle in the 
Bible was a supernatural act. It was an event that was 
beyond the usual course of nature—like restoring sight 
to a man blind from birth, or raising a dead person (like 
Lazarus) from the grave. The Bible teaches that miracles 
happened in Bible times for a very specific purpose: to 
confirm the word (Mark 16:20; Acts 8:6; Hebrews 2:3-4). 
How did miracles “confirm the Word”?

When an inspired speaker stepped forward to declare 
God’s Word, God confirmed His Word by having the 
speaker perform a miracle to show that he was from 
God. The miracle showed the hearers that God was 
behind the speaker’s remarks. Miracles authenticated 
the spoken word as God’s Word. Miracles verified the 
teaching of God’s messengers, in contrast to the many 
false teachers (read John 3:2).

Paul stated that miracles would cease and be done 
away when the “perfect” (or completed Word of God) 
had been revealed (1 Corinthians 13:8-10; James 
1:25). Those things that were incomplete and partial 
(miraculous gifts) would be replaced by the total and 
complete (the fully revealed Word of God). Once God 
revealed all of the information that He wished to 

make available to people, the need for miracles to con-
firm the oral Word came to an end. Now, people can sit 
down with a New Testament, the written Word of God, 
and, with honest and diligent study, conclude that it is 
God’s Word. We have absolutely no need for miracles. 
Since there are no apostles living today, and since Holy 
Spirit baptism was unique to the apostles (Acts 2) and 
the first Gentile converts (Acts 10), there is no Holy 
Spirit baptism today. Likewise, there is no miraculous 
healing today. All those on whom the apostles had 
laid their hands are also dead (Acts 8:18). Once the last 
apostle died, the ability to perform miracles could not 
be passed on to others.

The Bible teaches that miracles are no longer neces-
sary since we have everything we need to function in 
this life, to be 
pleasing to 
God, and to 
survive spiri-
tually (Read 2 
Peter 1:3).

KYLE BUTT
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